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The Becklands Outdoor Land Based Studies (BLOS) Alternative Provision Site
Risk Assessment Policy
1. Introduction
The Becklands Outdoor Land Based Studies (BLOS) is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for all students, staff, and visitors. This policy outlines our approach to risk assessment, ensuring compliance with statutory guidance and regulatory standards for alternative provision.
2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:
· Identify potential hazards and assess the risks associated with activities at BLOS.
· Implement control measures to mitigate identified risks.
· Ensure the safety and well-being of students, staff, and visitors.
· Comply with relevant health and safety legislation and statutory guidance.
3. Scope
This policy applies to all activities conducted at BLOS, including but not limited to:
· Outdoor educational activities
· Land-based studies
· Off-site visits and excursions
4. Legal Framework
This policy is informed by the following legislation and guidance:
· Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
· Education Act 1996
· Children, Schools and Families Act 2010
· Education and Inspections Act 2006
· Statutory guidance on alternative provision (Department for Education, 2013)
5. Responsibilities
5.1 Management Committee
· Ensure that risk assessments are conducted and reviewed regularly.
· Provide resources and support for implementing control measures.
· Monitor compliance with this policy and statutory requirements.
5.2 Head of BLOS
· Oversee the risk assessment process.
· Ensure that staff are trained in risk assessment procedures.
· Report any significant risks to the management committee.
5.3 Staff
· Conduct risk assessments for activities under their supervision.
· Implement control measures and monitor their effectiveness.
· Report any new hazards or risks to the Head of BLOS.
5.4 Students and Visitors
· Follow safety instructions and procedures.
· Report any hazards or incidents to a member of staff.
6. Risk Assessment Process
6.1 Identification of Hazards
· Identify potential hazards associated with activities at BLOS.
· Consider physical, chemical, biological, and environmental hazards.
6.2 Risk Evaluation
· Assess the likelihood and severity of risks associated with identified hazards.
· Use a risk matrix to prioritize risks.
6.3 Control Measures
· Implement appropriate control measures to mitigate identified risks.
· Ensure that control measures are practical and effective.
6.4 Monitoring and Review
· Regularly monitor the effectiveness of control measures.
· Review risk assessments annually or following any significant changes to activities or incidents.
7. Training
· Provide training for staff on risk assessment procedures and health and safety practices.
· Ensure that training is updated regularly and records are maintained.
8. Communication
· Communicate risk assessment findings and control measures to all relevant parties.
· Ensure that students and visitors are aware of safety procedures.
9. Incident Reporting
· Establish a procedure for reporting and investigating incidents and near misses.
· Use incident reports to review and improve risk assessments and control measures.
10. Review of Policy
· This policy will be reviewed annually by the management committee.
· Updates will be made in response to changes in legislation, guidance, or school activities.
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